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Mayor Bowman’s Remarks at the Community Church Service,

Sunday, August 12, 2012

These passages are from the booklet
“Pemberville and ‘Old Freedom’” written by
C.S. Van Tassel in 1926.

“Wood County was organized by an act of the
State Legislature in 1820. All this territory
was an unbroken forest then, save the little
military path cut through the timber by Gen-
eral Harrison’s army. Freedom Township, the
name suggested by the liberty they enjoyed,
was established December, 1834. It was then,
too, that the pioneer settlers assembled at “The
Forks” of the Portage, as the germ of the town
was later known, to raise a log school house
and on which occasion Hiram Pember sug-
gested the name of the new township.

The first land entry in present Freedom Town-
ship was made by Asahel Powers on August
27, 1833. After Powers located his land, he
returned to his home in Lorain County. The
following November, he again started to “The
Forks” with two, 2-horse wagons, accompa-
nied by his wife, two sons, and two sons-in-
law, James Pember and Benjamin White. They
consumed 5 days and 4 nights negotiating
about 80 miles. The fifth day, the men left the
women folks with a settler named Benedict,
two miles from Woodville, and proceeded up
the River and arrived on what they supposed
was the Power’s purchase. They selected a site
for a home, and it is said that before the sun
sank from view in the deep woods westward,
they had a substantial cabin raised, 18 by 30
feet in size, which they covered with shakes
and bark. Here they snugly housed their fami-
lies.

In the Spring of 1834, they planted the seed
for their first crop of corn, potatoes and vege-
tables. Their harvest was fine and they sent
samples back to their home folks. From this
time on, the reputation of “Old Freedom” was

established for its rich lands and famous crops.
James Pember, with his wife and child, moved
from Lorain County in the fall of 1834, bought
37 acres, inaugurated a timber and lumber busi-
ness, and built 2 or 3 sawmills above the Port-
age Forks.”

It was only 58 years after the Declaration of
Independence, and the energy of the nation had
changed to growth, expansion and exploration.
But I believe these pioneers remembered the
words of George Washington, “It is the duty of
all nations, to acknowledge the providence of
Almighty God, to obey his will, to be grateful
for his benefits, and humbly implore His pro-
tection and favor.” Within a few years, three
churches were established, that still exist today.
Today, we remember our brave ancestors. We
marvel at their courage, their determination,
and their reverence for God. We can take a
little pride that we come from good stock. And
now that we know the good foundation they
provided, it is up to us to continue this tradi-
tion.

Students, while the world has changed, your
goals have not. Learn all that you can, study
like your future depends on it, (it does), and
challenge yourself to be all that you can be.
Parents, you are the primary influence in your
child’s life. They will speak of you all their
lives. Your role as mentor, coach and role
model will influence the next generation. Set
your standards high.

Grandparents and Seniors, you are the moral
compass of this community. Your values and
wisdom are the treasure this community has
accumulated. Don’t be afraid to share it.

On behalf of the Mayor’s office, Village Coun-
cil and all Village employees, I welcome you to
this Community church service.
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Residents of a small town can have a
lot to be grateful for. Everything from
the kind deeds of good neighbors to
the camaraderie found at local events
are everyday occurrences in a strong
community. We all want to take pride
in our homes and our hometown. Our
businesses, our schools, our festivals,
our community service groups, etc.
succeed because of support from the
community.

Strong communities like Pemberville
do not happen by happenstance. It
takes involvement from each and

every citizen in some way. Though
many of us do not have the availability
to serve their community in a formal
manner, everyone has the ability to be
heard. Your town officials are in
place to represent you and to work
together to meet the needs of the com-
munity as a whole. As your village
evolves and grows, new challenges
will be presented and tough decisions
will need to be made.

I am a new representative for the peo-
ple of the village, but not a new resi-
dent. Over the years I have been cap-

Page 2

tivated by the number of those
around me who have served this
community in some way or another
and decided it was time for me to
serve too. Every resident in this town
has something to offer the commu-
nity. We all need to bring our skills
to the table, make our opinions
known, or represent those around
you.

Many of our village committees and

boards are seeking members. Be
active, be involved, volunteer, and let
your voice be heard.

UNITED WAY DAY OF CARING COMES TO PEMBERVILLE

Volunteers from around Wood
County and Lucas County gathered in
Pemberville on Tuesday, September
11 to assist civic “spruce-up” projects
at various sites in the Village. The
biggest efforts were made on Pember-
ville’s walking trail, abandoned rail-
road property purchased from CSX in
1990. Village employees had con-
verted the old railway bed into a pleas-
ant 2 mile walkway lined with trees
along both sides and a walking bridge
over the north branch of the Portage
River. Twenty volunteers completed
projects along the trail, including
staining the side rails of the walking
bridge, and weeding and mulching the
trailhead. The other major project area

at Memorial Park included spreading
mulch on the playground next to the
Community Pool, painting sections of
the Memorial Park shelter house, and
staining bleachers and picnic tables
behind the Village ball diamond. Vil-
lage employees assisted at each site to
complete the work.

Supplies were donated by

Ace Hardware-BG: stain

Home Depot-BG: paint

North Branch Nursery: mulch

Habitat for Humanity-Wood Co.: paint
Hercules Stamping-Pemberville: paint
Volunteers for the projects included
groups from Kellermeyer Chemical,
First Federal Bank, Marathon Prod-
ucts, Wood County Prosecutor’s Of-

FROBOSE MARKET IGA OPENS IN PEMBERVILLE

Frobose Market had a ribbon
cutting Monday, October 1,
2012 at 10 am. to celebrate their
purchase of the Pemberville
IGA. Local TV stations and the
Sentinel-Tribune covered the
event that included local and
county officials. On Saturday,
October 13, there will be a Tail-

Kellermeyer Chemical Volunteers: Elizabeth
VanAtta, Chandra Amer, Michele Miles,
Melissa Benedict

fice, the Medical Reserve organiza-
tion, Pemberville Petal Pushers and
local volunteers. The United Way of-
fices of Wood County and Lucas
County also provided organization
services and supplies.

gate party at Frobose Market.
The Tailgate bus that Frobose’s
sponsor will be in the grass
behind the store, serving hot
dogs and pop. All Donations
go to the scholarship fund they
have for Eastwood High
School. There will be a big
Grand Opening in November.



PEMBERVILLE Page 3

BILL & JUDY BEARD RETIRE FROM IGA AFTER 36 YEARS

Mayor Bowman, Judy and Bill PROCLAMATION Whereas: They have earned the re-
Beard at their Open House, Saturday, Whereas: Bill and Judy Beard have spect and appreciation of area resi-

September 22, 2012. Mayor Bowman served this community as Owners of dents who are grateful and proud of

the Pemberville IGA Supermarket in their dedication and S?che’ and

. Now, Therefore, by virtue of the au-
an outstanding manner for over 30 . .
thority vested in me as Mayor do

hereby tend this Proclamation ex-
tending to Bill and Judy Beard our
deep appreciation for years of distin-
guished service and wishes for con-
tinued success in all their future en-
deavors.

presented a Proclamation and gift to
the Beards for their many years of
service.

years, and

Whereas: Bill and Judy Beard have
dedicated a major part of their lives
to the service and betterment of the
citizens and families of Pemberville
and the surrounding area, and
Whereas: They have contributed to
the economic development and sta-
bility of this area as employers, tax-
payers and leaders, and

In Testimony Whereof, I have caused
the official seal of the Village of
Pemberville to be affixed this 22™
day of September, 2012.

A LOOK AT YOUR SIDEWALKS

The joy of home ownership (responsibility) means making our properties as safe as possible, including sidewalks. Here are
some guidelines to help evaluate your sidewalk conditions. If your sidewalks do not exactly meet the specifications listed
here, as long as they are in good condition, they are grandfathered in.

Sidewalks must be installed at 4 ft. in. width, with an expansion joint every 20 ft. or closer.
Sidewalks must be 4 in. thick, and 6 in. thick in the area that crosses a driveway.

All sidewalks must continue through the driveway, whether asphalt or concrete.

All sidewalks must slope toward the street, allowing for a drop of %4 per foot of width.
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Sidewalks should be positioned on the public right-of-way; the inside edge of the walkway should be located on
your property line.
All sidewalks must be constructed of concrete.

N o

Trip points (where 2 sections of sidewalks come together) can be no greater than %2” in height.
8. If youreplace sidewalks, you are entitled to reimbursement of $1 a square ft.@4” concrete depth or 1.25 a square
ft.@6” concrete depth.
In some cases, sidewalk leveling may be effective. Sidewalks leveled by the process “mud jacking” done by professional
means to Village satisfaction, can receive reimbursement of 25% of the cost.
There are Village Ordinances that cover these issues, on file at Village Hall. You may contact us during business hours if
you have questions or concerns. Our goal is to provide a safe environment for pedestrians and visitors to our Village.
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*We do not pick up grass clippings. An area for home owners to dump their grass and garden waste by the 2
Street Garage has been provided.

*We do pick up brush, but only on the prearranged dates. We do not make second trips and brush is not to be placed curb
side until the night before the scheduled pickup. If a home owner’s pile is not picked up the day of the scheduled pickup, not
to worry, we will be there. Patience is a virtue and it takes time to do the number of homes that take advantage of this ser-
vice.

*Leaf pick up will began on October 22. Please do not to rake leaves into the street.

*Once the winter months arrive, Ice and Snow need to be removed from sidewalks within 12 hours after any snow event.

*I n the event of snow measuring 2” or more, it is a good personal practice to remove any vehicles you own from street park-
ing areas so we can clear the snow from the roads more expediently.
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PEMBERVILLE

The 2012 Pemberville 5- Miler was
a great success. We had 498 runners
this year. Overall male winner
was Philip Lagat with a time of
24:45 (Course record: 24:20). Over-
all female winner was Dorcus

course record. Fun fact - one female
finisher (52:27) lost 125 pounds since
last year's race where she was last in
lhr 35 min. Congratulations to all
who participated! We would like to
take this opportunity to thank the
sponsors of this event.

*Hirzel Canning

*SAL

bibkid ﬂ

Chesang with a time of 28:35 *new : : I.LER

l ast
*Mayor Gordon Bowman

*Eisenhour Motor Sales

*Marsh & Marsh Attorneys
*North Branch Nursery
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*Star Enterprises of Ohio
*Thrivant Financial for Lutherans
— Wood County Ohio Chapter

A special thank you also goes out
to all of the volunteers without
whom this could not take place!
Without your support, the 5-Miler
would not be possible. The 5-
Miler proceeds help to fund the
Pemberville Community Pool.
This is a great event which brings
all ages together for a fun-filled
race to the finish and also support
the Pemberville pool for many to
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enjoy throughout the summer.

2012 PEMBERVILLE FAIR SENIOR KING & QUEEN

Jack and Joyce Eisenhour, lifelong
residents of Pemberville, were mar-
ried May 25, 1957. Their son Brian
and wife Amy have 2 children,
Megan and Todd. Jack and Joyce are
both graduates of Pemberville High
School. Joyce was Pemberville Fair
Queen in 1952. Jack attended BGSU,
served 2 years in the Army, and re- |
turned to Pemberville to work in and £8
become part owner of Eisenhour Mo-

The Village has determined that it will be necessary to
raise water rates in 2013. The cash balance in the water
department operating fund has been declining for the last
several years. Therefore, a rate increase is needed to al-
low a consistent balance within the fund.
Along with daily operating expenses on the increase, the
Village has had increases in expenditures for additional
mandated requirements and long term projects. Some of
the increases in expenses include:
* At least one new well to replace a well that is inop-
erable
* Cleaning and renovating existing wells
* Hiring and training a new water superintendent as
our present superintendent will be retiring

tor Sales, Inc. They have worked
tirelessly for the good of Pem-
¥ berville, and have received rec-
1 ognition over the years. They
= were driven in the Fair Parade,
@ Saturday, August 18, by owner
Tom Ward in his 1924 Model T
: Touring car, which he purchased
~~in Congress, AZ. Congratula-
- tions to Jack and Joyce Eisen-
===~ hour.

* Additional State and EPA
mandates and licensing
fees

* Additional testing require-
ments

The first increase will be seen
on January Bills, December us-
age. It will be a $3.00 increase on the base rate and a $.50
per thousand gallons of additional use. The second phase
of the increase will be seen on the July Bills for June us-
age and will be a $1.00 increase on the base rate and a
$.50 per thousand gallons of additional use. This will be a
total increase of approximately $6.00 per month for the
average residential customer.
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THINGS TO LIKE ABOUT PEMBERVILLE ¢

Do we take for granted the
advantages we have living in
Pemberville? I thought I’d try
to put on paper some good
things about living in Pem-
berville. If I miss something
or you have some other ideas,
please let me hear from you.
VOLUNTEERS—New resi-
dents learn quickly that there
are many opportunities to get
involved with an organization
or project. The great thing is
that people DO get involved.
And that involvement is posi-
tive, constructive and ener-
getic. In my opinion, the vol-
unteers and organizers of the
clubs and events are what set
this community apart from
most others. If you do not
currently participate in any of
these clubs, projects or
events, I encourage you to
join. You may find it very
rewarding.

EVENTS—The Pemberville
Free Fair is now singularly
unique in Ohio. Three and a
half full days and evenings of
almost 60 separate events,
that celebrate area talent,
creativity, patriotism and
families. Many local organi-
zations tie in their special
event with the Fair. The Au-
tumn Fest each October
draws crafters and buyers
from a wide area. Local mer-
chants promote Christmas in
July, Christmas in the Vil-
lage, and four summer Cruise
-Ins can draw a hundred or
more vintage autos. The Op-
era House produces nine
scheduled unique perform-

ances each year, plus special
productions.
LIBRARY—The Pemberville
Public Library is a special
asset to all of Eastern Wood
County. Not only is it full
service, but it provides a
number of reading programs,
research and historical re-
cords for Pemberville, com-
puter access, and a place for
all kinds of groups to get to-
gether, from knitting to the
Fair Board.

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL—
Pemberville Elementary is a
vintage building with a rich
history. Serving the commu-
nity for over 80 years, it is the
common thread for thousands
of students who went on to
successful lives in the area. It
remains a focal point for
learning, activities and sports.
CHURCHES—Pemberville is
blessed to have 4 active
churches, and active pastors
who give so tirelessly of
themselves in good works all
over town.
ORGANIZATIONS—The
“meat and potatoes” of any
community are its clubs and
organizations. Starting with
the American Legion, Sons of
American Legion, Legion
Auxillary, the Historical Soci-
ety, the Garden Club, the
Petal Pushers, the Boy
Scouts, Pemberville Inde-
pendent Merchants, the Fair
Board, and the organizations
within the churches, we have
what many communities
never have: cooperation and
mutual respect.

LOCAL BUSINESSES—I
can’t list all our businesses
here, but they are the back-
bone of Pemberville. Whether
large or small, established or
just starting, owning and op-
erating a business is harder
than ever before. We owe
cach and every local business
our continued patronage. Buy
Pemberville!

WALKING TRAIL—The
foresight of our city fathers
has paid off handsomely in
this popular special park. The
attention of Village employ-
ees and the support of
neighbors along the trail have
maintained a most pleasant
and litter free area for walk-
ers. Recent work by United
Way volunteers and the Petal
Pushers have improved the
bridge and the trail head by
the Carryout.

SWIMMING POOL—This
50 year old asset has been
preserved by the efforts of all
Village employees, including
the Water Dept., the Sewer
Dept., the Electric Dept. and
the Lands, Streets & Build-
ings Dept. In addition, the
manager and life guards all
work diligently to maintain it
daily. Village Council has
invested thousands of dollars
to keep the pool up and run-
ning, to provide safe and en-
joyable recreation.
MEMORIAL PARK—This
parkland hosts the many ma-
jor events held in Pemberville
each year, as well as picnics,
family reunions, Scouting
activities, tennis players, bas-
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ketball players, and youth
baseball. Ideally located in
the center of town, it is an
important gathering place for
all of us.

GOOD NEIGHBORS—
Many of us have lived in the
same home for many years.
We love our homes, but part
of the joy of our homes are
our neighbors. For the most
part, when I drive around
town and down alleys, I see
well-kept homes and lawns,
which I think is a sign of re-
spect for your neighborhood.
VILLAGE UTILITIES—One

of the most financially attrac-
tive aspects of living in Pem-
berville is having our own
utilities. Our rates are lower
than most other villages.
There are many sad stories
about other communities who
have farmed out their water
and sewer to an outside
agency and the rates have
doubled. And First Energy is
in the news frequently, in-
volved in some controversy.
We have the people in place
that take care of our needs
expertly and efficiently. We
face the same cost pressures
as other utility providers, but
we are in position to control
costs much better, without
staggering overhead. Our best
course is to own our utilities.

{ PEMBERVILLE -OHIO )

125 YEAR LEGACY » 18762001



VILLAGE OF
PEMBERVILLE

115 Main Street
PO BOX 109
Pemberville, Ohio 4350

Phone: 419-287-3832
Fax: 419-287-3738
Website: www.pemberville.org

A great place to live.

MBERVILLE-OHIO

Mayor Bowman and his wife Lynne rode in a 1917 Model T. This car was originally
sold in September 1917 from the Hobart-Bowlus Hardware Store, here in Pemberville.
Tom Ward purchased this in 2001, and restored it to original condition, even original
license plates. These cars have been used in the parades since 1989, driver Larry Ward
believes. Mayor’s message in the Parade: Mayor Bowman welcomes everyone to the
Pemberville Fair and hopes you have a wonderful time visiting Pemberville. Gordon
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and Lynne have lived in Pem-
berville since 1990, and were
former owners of the Forks

Restaurant. Mayor Bowman
served on Village Council for 4
years before being elected last
year. On behalf of the Mayor’s
office, Village Council, Pem-
berville Village employees and 2
the hundreds of volunteers,
we’re glad you’re here today
and invite you to come back
often.

UPCOMING EVENTS
OCTOBER CALENDAR

13- TAILGATE PARTY-
Frobose IGA Market

13- RECYCLING-
Eastwood Band Boosters

22- LEAF COLLECTION- starts
27- AUTUMN FEST

31- TRICK OR TREAT, 6:30 to 8 pm.

NOVEMBER CALENDAR

3- FEATHER PARTY
OPERA HOUSE, “Wild Carrot”

10- RECYCLING-
Eastwood Band Boosters

12- VETERANS DAY-
Village Offices Closed

22-23- THANKSGIVING-
Village Offices Closed

NOVEMBER CALENDAR cont.

22-23- THANKSGIVING-
Village Offices Closed
24— NAVITIY WALK—noon-5pm

24-25 CHRISTMAS IN THE VIL-

LAGE :
MEETING DATES & TIMES
DECEMBER CALENDAR
Council Meetings: The first and third Tues-
1- TREE LIGHTING CEREMONY day of each month at 7pm
12-5 BPA Meetings: The Monday preceding
81)i/IHRISTMAS TOUR OF HOMES 3- Council Meetings at 7pm

Parks/Swimming Pool — meets fourth Thurs-
day at 7pm

Personnel — meets second Thursday at 7pm
Planning Commission — meets third
Wednesday at 7pm

Lands & Buildings, Streets, Alley & Side-
walks— meets third Thursday at 3:30pm

Tree Commission — meets last Thursday of
each month at 3pm

Utilities — meets during BPA meeting

OPERA HOUSE, “The Local Girls”
3- Brush collection by the Village

8- RECYCLING-
Eastwood Band Boosters

24-25- CHRISTMAS-
Village Offices Closed




